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President’s Newsletter 

October 1, 2009 

The CCAC community celebrated a milestone September 18 with the ceremonial groundbreaking 
of the K. Leroy Irvis Science Center. After years of planning, the new facility will provide a state-
of-the-art science hub for the college when it opens in 2011. I was proud to share the stage with 
several of the friends of CCAC who have helped to make this dream a reality, especially with 
Cathryn Irvis, Mr. Irvis’ widow, and their children. It is fitting that this facility dedicated to sci-
ence and education honors such a man as this leader in education, equality and opportunity for all 
Pennsylvanians. 

I have begun this term’s campus 
updates, sharing with and hearing 
from about 50 people at the Office 
of College Services and about 30 
people at South campus. I trust 
that these opportunities for us to 
share our accomplishments and 
concerns with one another are as 
beneficial for you as they are for me. 

Earlier this week, I also appeared 
before Allegheny County Council 
to promote the achievements we 
have made as a college over the 
past year. I asked for their support 
with funding for our mission and 
the many initiatives we have 
launched in pursuit of that goal.  

In Harrisburg, lawmakers have hinted that the budget impasse may be nearing a close. CCAC 
remains on solid financial footing at this time, and we are pursuing options in the event a budget 
is not forthcoming. I appreciate your continued efforts that make possible not only institutional 
milestones such as the Irvis Science Center groundbreaking but also the individual milestones of 
each student reaching for success. 

Learning: Promoting Educational Excellence 

Honors students tutor peers in service learning experience 

In hopes of increasing retention and assisting with the Achieving the Dream initiative, the Hon-
ors Program is offering a one-credit service learning experience in which Honors students pro-
vide free tutoring to students enrolled in developmental reading, math and English courses. Hon-
ors students at each campus have established one-hour study groups to be held at various times 
and locations. The tutors participated in tutoring training conducted by Donald Breitbarth,  
developmental reading ed-tech and supplemental instruction coordinator. 

Faculty members are encouraged to direct students toward this opportunity. Promotional fliers 
will be circulated through campus mailboxes with the names of the Honors students providing 
free tutoring and the time and place of study groups. 

Members of the stage party break ground for the K. Leroy Irvis Science 

Center September 18 on Allegheny campus. 
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Keystone program grows in northern Pennsylvania 

The Northern Tier CCAC/Keystone grant-funded program is growing in numbers. The first 
group of on-line Basic Electronics certificate students began their seventh online class this term. 
Since beginning this class, four welding certificate programs and two basic machine certificate 
programs have been added. Seventy-five students are enrolled in these classes and slated to graduate 
in June 2010. The Keystone program is based at North campus and serves residents of northern 
Pennsylvania counties without community colleges through distance learning certificate programs. 

Seminar offers continuing education to professionals 

An all-day continuing education seminar by the Professional Continuing Education Program Oc-
tober 6 will introduce working professionals to opportunities at CCAC. The featured speaker for 
the seminar is Bill Flanagan, executive vice president for corporate relations for the Allegheny 
Conference on Community Development and its affiliated regional development organizations: 
The Pennsylvania Economy League of Southwestern Pennsylvania LLC, the Pittsburgh Regional 
Alliance and the Greater Pittsburgh Chamber of Commerce. Mr. Flanagan will discuss the re-
gion’s economic transformation and the likely drivers of future growth. The seminar will be at the 
Holiday Inn on McKnight Road. 

College Life: Enriching the Experience 

Session informs college community about Pittsburgh Summit plans 

The Office of Institutional Diversity and Equity 
(OIDE) planned and hosted a successful G-20 
educational session for the CCAC community 
September 14 at Allegheny campus. Rick Ad-
ams, special assistant to the president for Di-
versity and Equity, welcomed the group of 
more than 30 members of the faculty, admini-
stration and staff. Bill Flanagan moderated the 
two-hour session. The presentation was taped, 
and copies will be distributed to any interested 
parties. 

Campus diversity officers reappointed  

The OIDE reappointed the four Campus  
Diversity Officers (one per campus) for the 
2009–10 academic year. The officers include 
John Wallace, Allegheny campus; Margaret 
Shaughnessy, Boyce campus; Helen Schlatterer, North campus; and Ping An Wang, South 
campus. Upon their reappointment, the officers began planning an ambitious schedule for the 
campus sub-committees and campus constituents. 

South baseball team gears up for a new season 

The South campus baseball team started its fall season by beating Mercyhurst North East 11-0 in 
the first game and 6-5 in the second game. The coaching staff, under Head Coach Ron Rocco, 
student life specialist, has worked throughout the spring and summer at showcases, work camps 
and clinics. They spoke with parents and prospective athletes about the advantages of coming to 
CCAC to start their college careers—an initiative not only to recruit players but also to promote 
the quality education CCAC provides. The team continues an emphasis on academic excellence as 
well as athletic skill; all five second-year players transferred to four-year institutions this spring. 

Bill Flanagan moderates the September 14 Pittsburgh 

Summit informational session for CCAC employees. 
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Community: Reaching out to the county and beyond 

CCAC supports AALA summit 

The OIDE supported and assisted in the planning of the African American Leadership Associa-
tion (AALA) Summit, ―How Can African American Leadership Impact Change Through Busi-
ness & Corporate Inclusion?‖ The summit was held September 17 on Allegheny campus, and 
more than 100 people attended. Rick Adams, special assistant to the president for Diversity and 
Equity, gave the welcome to the group. A panel discussion was moderated by Ed Gainey, coor-
dinator of economic development for the city of Pittsburgh, with Sabrina Saunders, president of 
Urban League Young Professionals; Dwight Mayo, CEO of Transportation Solutions; David 
Hopkins, a vice president at PNC; Debbie Hickman, owner of Independent Giant Eagle; and 
Justin Strong, owner of AVA Lounge. 

Pittsburgh cultural video shown at G-20 produced by CCAC instructor 

As delegates and members of the international press arrived at the Pittsburgh Summit, one of the 
first things they could see was a cultural video prepared by a CCAC instructor and students. The 
two-hour film ―Roots, Tree and Branches‖ is made up of dozens of short vignettes highlighting 
Pittsburgh’s cultural heritage and featuring connections to each nation represented in the G-20. It 
was presented during the summit near the welcome center in the Regional Enterprise Tower. 

CCAC Instructor Donna Perkins spearheaded production of the film, which involved several 
CCAC students and scores of other Pittsburghers. The video draws on trees as a unifying the-
matic element, with most of the vignettes incorporating some reference—overt or subtle—to the 
significance of trees in most cultures around the world. The episodic nature of the film means 
that whether viewers see just one scene or the whole two hours, they will be able to experience 
the international flavor of Pittsburgh. A copy of the DVD was presented to each delegation at-
tending the summit, including U.S. President Barack Obama. 

Stewardship: Managing our resources 

Golf Tournament raises $70,000 for Educational Foundation 

The Educational Foundation hosted its 19th 
Annual Golf Tournament September 14 at 
Treesdale Golf and Country Club in Gibsonia. 
The event grossed more than $70,000 in unre-
stricted funds for the foundation.  

Stimulus funds support initiatives in 
Nursing, job services 

CCAC Institutional Advancement has secured 
grants for two existing initiatives through fed-
eral stimulus funds. For the past three years, 
CCAC has been the recipient of a Health Re-
sources and Services Administration (HRSA) 
grant that provides scholarships for disadvan-
taged students enrolled in the college’s Nursing 
program as a full-time student. This year, CCAC 
has received an additional $19,953 in stimulus 
funding to use as scholarships for the nursing 
students. 

CCAC’s Community Services Block Grant program, housed in Braddock, has been awarded a 
$125,000 American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA) grant through Allegheny County. 
This program provides employment- and/or training-related services either directly or indirectly 

Rose Ann DiCola, at left, executive director of the 

Educational Foundation; Angie Longo, chair of the 

Foundation Board of Directors; Cliff Lechwar; and I 

enjoy the Foundationõs Golf Tournament. 
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to eligible clients under the regulations and guidelines of the Workforce Investment Act and/or 
the Employment Advancement and Retention Network program.  

Institutional Advancement is also actively pursuing other grant opportunities that have been 
made available through the stimulus package. 

Pittsburgh Promise grant supports First-Year Experience 

The CCAC Educational Foundation recently received notification that the Pittsburgh Promise 
approved a grant of $178,000 to provide educational support services through the First-Year Ex-
perience seminar to Pittsburgh Public School Class of 2009 graduates who have been awarded the 
Pittsburgh Promise scholarship. 

Recognition: Celebrating our individual achievements 

Psi Beta earns national award 

The North campus chapter of Psi Beta, the national honor society for psychology students in two
-year colleges, has earned a 2009 Chapter Excellence Award. This award is given to all chapters 
meeting or exceeding Psi Beta’s chapter excellence standards. 

Qualifying chapters must meet or exceed the activity minimum for each mission component and 
must exceed the minimum overall number of activity points. Nine colleges received Chapter Ex-
cellence Awards in 2009; CCAC is the only college in Pennsylvania honored with the award. 

The chapter was nominated by its advisors, professors Allison Barash and Anne Louise Dailey, 
PhD. The North campus chapter has been part of Psi Beta since the organization’s inception a 
quarter-century ago and has a long track record of active community service as well as bringing 
relevant and engaging speakers to the campus community. 

Automotive professor achieves high standing through GM 

Jason Nadzam, assistant professor of automo-
tive engineering, has recently earned World 
Class Technician status from General Motors 
Service Technical College. The recognition pro-
vides technicians the opportunity to validate 
their knowledge and demonstrate their skills to 
employers and customers. Service technicians 
achieve this status when they successfully com-
plete eight of the nine GM Master Technician 
Certifications in the mechanical area, along with 
accompanying Automotive Service Excellence 
(ASE) certification. Mr. Nadzam’s credentials 
will further enhance the quality automotive 
technology program at West Hills center. 

Safety and security director chosen 

Kyle Sneddon has been hired as system-wide 
director of safety and security. He is currently 
with the Fairchance, Pa., Police Department, as 
well as serving as the code enforcement officer for North Union Township. In addition, Mr. 
Sneddon is the retired chief of police of the Uniontown, Pa., Police Department and has a broad 
background of experience as a firefighter, ambulance first responder, emergency management 
coordinator and drug task force commander. He is a graduate of the Pennsylvania State Police 
Academy and California University of Pennsylvania, with a degree in urban affairs, and has com-
pleted training courses across a wide range of topics. 

Jason Nadzam, assistant professor of automotive 

engineering, earned World Class Technician status 

through General Motors Service Technical College. 
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Mr. Sneddon will assume CCAC’s safety and security responsibilities from Randy Gaab, who will 
become the college’s enterprise risk manager. 

Lawson becomes web content manager 

Amanda Lawson has been named web content manager at CCAC. She had served as web 
producer since coming to the college in May. Prior to CCAC, Amanda worked for MDnet-
Solutions, a division of NovaMed. As marketing coordinator, she created web-based marketing 
solutions for bariatric surgeons and healthcare providers. She has also worked in web marketing 
for ALGOR, Inc., and Inecom Entertainment Company and has taught history and literature. 

Ms. Lawson earned a master’s degree from St. John’s College Graduate Institute in Santa Fe, 
NM, and holds bachelor’s degrees from the University of New Mexico’s UNM/SFPS Intern-
ship Program and the University of Pittsburgh. 

Correction 

Leelavati R. Murthy, PhD, professor of Biology/Biotechnology, was one of the SOSO team 
members honored with the President’s Innovation Award. Her name was omitted from the list of 
recipients in last month’s newsletter. 

Personnel appointments  

Please welcome the following individuals to the college community and extend congratulations to 
those employees who have received a new position and/or promotion. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Employee Position Campus Department Effective 

Kassi Hindman Student Recruiter NO Admissions 9/29/09 

Amanda Lawson Web Content Manager OCS 
Marketing &  

Communications 
9/21/09 

Linda Little ITS Assistant OCS ITS 9/28/09 

Kyle Sneddon Dir. of Safety & Security OCS Safety & Security 10/5/09 

Justin Tatar Director of Admissions SO Admissions 10/5/09 

Ronald Verdi Custodian/Laborer NO Housekeeping 9/28/09 
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Full-Time Equivalent, Fall 2008 vs. Fall 2009  

 As of 9/29/08 As of 9/28/09 +/- (%) 

College 13,904.0 14,867.6 +6.93 

Allegheny 4,830.5 5,097.2 +5.52 

Boyce 2,706.8 3,131.8 +15.70 

North 3,213.2 3,346.2 +4.14 

South 3,357.2 3,508.7 +4.51 

Headcount, Fall 2008 vs. Fall 2009  

 As of 9/29/08 As of 9/28/09 +/- (%) 

College 19,375 20,443 +5.51 

Allegheny 8,025 8.546 +6.49 

Boyce 4,532 5,314 +17.26 

North 5,663 5,912 +4.40 

South 5,312 5,507 +3.67 

Enrollment Updates 

Fall 2009 credit FTE up 7 percent as of September 29 


